
 

 

Minutes For October Meeting 2015 
 

Apologies- AF, CG, EG, RB 
Present- AS, MJ, CC, FM, FJ, KES, MG, AK, CO 
 
Last month’s minutes were approved. 
 
International Supper was discussed. About £650 was raised for the Sick and Retired Priests 
Fund. Thank you to AF for organizing the choir and to CG for all her organizing and support. AS 
reported that many tickets were bought on the door, and it was agreed that there was a very good 
turnout. 
 
Sick and Retired Priests Fund was discussed in more detail. FM clarified that thus far the parish 
has raised approximately £49000 of the £105,000 that the parish has been given as a target. FM 
says he has contacted the S&RPF office in Newark and explained that he feels this large target is 
too aspirational. Next week one final appeal will be made during mass, and then the Christmas 
Fayre and a Christmas Concert ( Dec 15 in the church) will be the final 2 fundraisers for the 
S&RPF. There was discussion about if the parish’s ‘set off’money could be used towards the 
target, but FM is unsure if we can use this. He expects to hear from Newark in the new year if this 
can be used. 
 
CO discussed attending a Mental Health meeting for pastoral care groups at St. Giles at the end 
of September with other local Christian churches. This meeting appears to be a forum for the 
various churches to discuss the type of groups or services they offer for those in the community 
with mental health concerns or their carers, to discuss challenges and share resources. CO is 
happy to continue to attend these meetings which are held every couple of months. 
 
CC gave an update on the Christmas Fayre. Planning continues and some volunteers are still 
needed to help with clean up after the event on 21 November. A couple of outside groups have 
also agreed to do stalls, as well as many of the groups within the parish.  
 
On a side note, MF informed the PPC that a recent inspection by Environmental Health gave the 
Social Centre bar a 5 star rating. 
 
Mission Retreat was discussed by FJ. He has looked into Sion Community providing the mission 
over 3 weekends. The mission team will invite parishoner personally to the Mission Sessions. 
During the 1st week they will visit people at their homes, during the 2nd week the mission services 
will be held. The plan would be for the mission team to visit everyone listed on the parish register, 
and they would also like to go into the schools to invite the students and their parents. March 5th -
March 19th is proposed, but not yet confirmed by the parish or by Sion. It was discussed that the 
mission is supposed to be a sort of reconciliation within the parish for people who have moved 
away from the parish for various reasons. 
 
FM and FJ discussed the current Friday Mass schedule includes a morning and evening mass, 
but they also have masses on a Rota at Becket, QMC, and at the prison on Fridays which means 
that they can often be stretched quite thin. FM proposed that only one mass at Holy Spirit is 
needed on a Friday. No one present from the PPC was entirely sure how we came to have 2 
masses each Friday. FM says it is likely that the morning mass will sometimes be cancelled, but 
that parishoners are always welcome to attend the Friday mass at Becket. 
 
Next meeting was arranged for 11/11/at 8pm. 
 
Proclaim 15 was brought up by KES. A conference is being held in mid  October, VS and 3 other 
parishoners are going.  
 
CC asked if we plan to update/review the Parish Plan. It was discussed that the website now 



 

 

provides much of the same information and is updated more regularly. It was suggested that the 
Parish Plan be discussed at the next PPC. 
CC stated she plans to resign from the committee after December. CC was thanked for all her 
support on the PPC over the years. 
 
AS says he is open to offers from other committee members to chair the committee. The 
consitution was checked, the election for the chair should be bi-annual. This will be discussed at 
the next meeting. Any nominations will be welcomed. 
 
AS asked about Alpha Course. About 20 people have attended each session, usually the same 
people each week including some non-Catholics. 
 


